Studies in Domestic & International Terrorism
Extra Credit Exercise
Due:  December 7, 2020

For extra credit (additional 5 points maximum for all five questions), please provide a summary (no more than six sentences for each question) on each of the following topics. Don’t forget to proof your work. Please complete by December 7, 2020.

1.  Discuss how video and audio recordings of Al-Qaida recruiter Anwar Al-Awlaki influenced contemporary Islamic terrorists.  Provide at least two examples.
Al Awlaki's recorded audios appeared to inspire Islamist fundamentalists who comprised at least six terror cells in the UK through 2009. Since his death, al-Awlaki’s name has surfaced in dozens of minor terrorism cases in the West. More alarmingly, he appears to have had a decisive influence in several of the most lethal attacks. Examples of influenced Islamic terrorism include; the suicide bomber, Moner Abu Salha, who had followed al-Awlaki’s advice to young Western Muslims to choose between hijrah, and immigration to the Muslim world, or jihad at home. Also in claiming credit for the murder of the blogger Nazimuddin Samad in April 2016, AQIS Bangladesh stated “We remind you the words of Sheikh Anwar al-Awlaki ‘if it is part of your freedom of speech to defame Muhammad, then it is part of our religion to fight you.’” 

2.  Explain what happened during the Iranian Revolution of 1979 and the Soviet invasion of Afghanistan in 1979 that influenced Islamic extremism and terrorism worldwide. 
The year 1979 was a turning point in international terrorism. The Soviet invasion of Afghanistan and the subsequent anti-Soviet mujahedeen war stimulated the rise and expansion of terrorist groups. The growth of a post-jihad pool of well-trained, battle-hardened militants is a key trend in contemporary international terrorism and insurgency-related violence. Volunteers from various parts of the Islamic world fought in Afghanistan, supported by conservative countries such as Saudi Arabia.

3.  Summarize “homegrown”, domestic terrorism in the United States from 1990 to 2020.
Domestic terrorists have not received as much attention from federal law enforcement as their violent jihadist counterparts. The US government reacted to terrorism attacks by greatly enhancing its counter-terrorism efforts. Domestic terrorists may not be the top federal counterterrorism priority, but they feature prominently among the concerns of some law enforcement officers.

4.   Explain the primary reasons for Palestinian extremism and terrorism.
[bookmark: _GoBack]The primary reason for Palestinian extremism and terrorism was peace sabotage. The Palestinians used terrorism to internalize the conflict After the six-day war, the Palestinians used terrorism to internalize the conflict, hijacking and destroying airplanes, holding diplomats hostages, and attacking Israelites at Munich Olympics. Also, Palestinians wanted their state.
5.  Summarize the connections and similarities, and the differences, between Al-Qaida and ISIS, and provide the name of each group’s current leader.
al-Qaeda and ISIS are connected and similar in that they are both terrorist groups and have similar origins .one of the differences between the are that al-Qaeda appears to use terror as a tool to induce other audiences into particular behaviors, expecting to change the correlation of forces in its favor in the future, while ISIS is a more complex organization whose primary goal is to build a new political order in territories it occupies.
The current leader of ISIS is  Abu Ibrahim al-Hashimi al-Qurayshi, caliph.
The current leader of al Qaeda is Ayman Mohammed Rabie al-Zawahiri




















(RTH, 11/9/20)



3

